= 


¢@ 


1. 2—No. 2 


NORTH CAROLINA 
HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


Friday, January 25, 1946 


ENGINEERS GATHER FOR ANNUAL SESSION 


VETS ELIGIBLE 
FOR TRAINING 
“ON-THE-JOB” 


The State Committee for Vet- 
erans Education has notified the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission that it has been ap- 
proved as a place of business to 
train Veterans of World War II, 
as provided in the G. I. Bill of 
Rights. 


This approval covers only those 
classifications which apply to the 
Equipment Department, and is for 
training a limited number of Vet- 
erans in the trades as shown below: 


The number to be trained and 
name of occupation or trade and 
the length of training period are 
as follows: 

Auto, Mechanics (ratio 1 to 5 plus 
1 for shop), 4 years; Machinists 
(ratio 1 to 5 plus 1 for shop), 4 
years; Parts Men (ratio 1 to 5 
plus 1 for shop), 2 years; Magneto 
Mechanic (ratio 1 to 5 plus 1 for 
shop), 2 years; 1—Radiator Repair 
Mechanic, 2 years; 2—Carpenters, 
83 years; 2—Auto Body Mechanics, 
4 years. 

Veteran trainees will be hired 
by us in the same manner as our 
regular employes, after personal 
interview, and their starting sal- 
aries will be according to our pres- 
ent salary schedules based on the 
applicant’s experience and qualifi- 
cations for the trade selected. The 
salary paid by the Highway Com- 
mission plus the salary allowance 
of the Federal Government will at 
no time be greater than our maxi- 
mum for the classification of the 
trade in question. 

Veteran trainees are to work in 
the same manner in our shops as 
our regular employes and under the 
upervision of our Shop Superin- 
ndents and Foremen. The overall 
aining program will be directed 
by the Equipment Engineer. The 
Equipment Department will have 
the right at all times to select the 
individual trainees and in instances 
where their work does not prove 
satisfactory, will have the authority 
to discharge them. The working 
hours and working conditions will 
be the same for Veteran Trainees 
in our shops as prevail for our 
regular employes. 


NATIONAL BODY 
ELECTS BURCH 


James 8S. Burch, 


statistics and planning, was noti- 
fied recently that he has been elected 
as a member of the Institute of 
Traffic Engineers, a national organ- 
iation for engineers qualified by 
training, experience and outstand- 
ing performance in the field of 
motor vehicle traffic, and who are 
engaged in the practice of traffic 
engineering or traffice planning. 


engineer of 


Burch is a native of Durham, 
having taken his engineering degree 
at Trinity College, now Duke Uni- 
versity. For the past 23 years, he 
has been engaged in highway de- 
sign, construction and planning, 
with 15 of these years having been 
spent with the North Carolina 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission. The remaining eight 
years were spent with the American 
Road Builders Association and 
other national organizations in 
Washington and Chicago. 


Since 1938, he has been in charge 
of the highway planning survey, 


(See Vets Eligible, page four) 


involving traffic studies and route 
planning for the highway system. 
In connection with postwar high- 
way plans, recent surveys have been 
made in Greensboro, Durham, Char- 
lotte, Goldsboro, Raleigh and Reids- 
ville. 

Another member of the Institute 
is B. A, Skinner, traffic engineer 
for the city of Charlotte. 


JAMES S. BURCH 


WELCOME GIVEN 
STATE SOCIETY 
OF ENGINEERS 


We take this occasion to extend 
a hearty welcome to the engineers 


Carolina Society of Engineers. An 
interesting program has been plan- 
ned for you, and it is hoped that 


most. successful annual meetings 


the Society has experienced. 


Sixteen More Veterans Return; 
Total Raised To Thirty Three 


oO" 
aoreesane eae the ona of ser- 


The names of sixteen more vet- 
erans who have returned to work 
with the Highway & Public Works 
Commission are added today to the 
roster of returning veterans. This 
brings the current total up to 33 
men. 

Since a one hundred percent 
roster of returning veterans is de- 
sired, the cooperation of all person- 
nel is desired in procuring the) 
names and addresses of these men, | 
and women, of course, if there have | 
been any of our lady employes join- 
ing any of the women’s branches of 
the armed forces. As the veterans | 
return to work, their names and’ 


vice and rank or rating, should be 
forwarded immediately to _ the 
editor. 

Today’s list of returnees includes 
the following men: 
J. W. Bryan, Jr., photographer in 
the identification bureau of the 
prison department. Bryan enlisted 
in the U. S. Naval Reserve in Sept- 
ember, 1942 as a yeoman and later 
transferred to the photography sec- 
tion, being a photographer’s mate, 
first class, when discharged in Oct- 


‘ober, 1945. He returned to his work 
in the identification bureau on Nov- | 


ember 26, 1945. 
(See Vets Return, page four) 


who are in Raleigh today for the | 
28th annual meeting of the North | 


this convention will be among the | 


IL. W. PAYNE 
WILL PRESIDE 
OVER MEETING 


Approximately three hundred 
|members of the North Carolina 
Society of Engineers are scheduled 
|to be here today and Saturday for 
|the 28th annual meeting of the 
ociety, of which Louis W. Payne, 
}assistant state highway engineer, 
/is the president. 


Registration began this morning 
at nine o’clock at the Sir Walter 
Hotel, convention headquarters, and 
following the registration of mem- 
bers, the board of directors met at 
9:30. Payne is president, and other 
officers are: T. J. Hewitt, Wilming- 
ton (president-elect): R. B. Rice, 
Raleigh, secretary-treasurer; direc- 
tors: B. A. Waldenmaier, T. T. 
Betts, R. P. Reece, R. A. Thomas, 
W. Vance Baise, H. D. Jones, E. P. 
Coles and Marshall E. Lake. 


The opening session will be held 
at 10:30 today in the Colonial Room 
of the Sir Walter, with President 
Payne presiding. Graham H. And- 
rews, mayor of Raleigh, will deliver 
an address of welcome, with the 
delivering his annual 
immediately afterward. 
Routine business, the appointment 
of committees, reading of reports, 
and other matters will claim the 
attention of the assemblage until 
| 12:30, when there will be a series of 
| group luncheons. 


| president 
message 


| During the afternoon session, be- 
| ginning at 2 o’clock, addresses will 
|be heard by C. N. Phillips, of New 
York, J. Melville Broughton, former 
Governor, and T. C. Cooke, Durham. 
W. D. Carmichael, comptroller of 
the University of North Carolina, 
will address a banquet session to- 
inight at 7 o’clock, and a dance is 
|scheduled from 10:00 P. M. until 
1:00 A. M.. 

There will be two sessions to- 
morrow morning. At 10 o’clock, M. 
E. Campbell will address the as- 
semblage, and he will be followed 
by Felix Grissette. The final session 
will be a meeting of the 1946 board 
of directors. 

W. H. Rogers, Jr. is chairman of 
the committee on arrangements for 
the convention. Serving with him 
are R. D. Beam, Warren J. Mann, 


| (See Engineers Gather, page three) 
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PRAISEWORTHY 


As this is written, the state 


is digging its way out from) 


under the latest snow and sleet 


storm which has been visited | 
upon us during these winter | 


months. 


This occasion calls to our) 


attention an article written by 
J. W. Noell, editor of the Rox- 
boro Courier-Times which we 
take great pleasure in publish- 
ing elsewhere in today’s paper. 
Mr. Noell, who relates his ex- 
periences while making a trip 
during the Christmas holi- 


days, is most liberal in his) 


praise of the highway main- 
tenance forces. We feel sure 
that his praise is only one in- 
stance in many which have 
been accorded the splendid 
work done by the maintenance 
crews in keeping the highways 
open to traffic and safe for 
travel under very difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

Weather conditions these 
winter months have been ex- 
tremely severe, and we know 
that it has been no easy task 
to maintain the highway sys- 
tem in a reasonably good con- 
dition for traffic. However, 
the maintenance forces, with 
little regard for holidays and 
night duty, have risen to the 
occasion and coped with the 
situation magnificently. They 
richly deserve all complimen- 
tary remarks accorded them, 
and we take great pleasure in 
adding our own hearty ‘‘Well 
Done!” 

The county road system, of 


which there are 48,000 miles 
as compared with 10,000 miles 
of state highways, is the un- 
fortunate victim of a series of 
freezes, rain, snow and sleet, 
each cycle followed in turn by 
a thaw, which has afflicted the 
state for the past six weeks 
or more. As a result, the an- 
guished plea of “Get us out of 
| the mud” has been heard from 
virtually every section of the 
state. 


Although the maintenance 
forces have done what they 
could to alleviate this condi- 
tion, there has been in reality 
very little that can be done 
until we have some sun and 
wind that will dry out the 
roads sufficiently to get mat- 
erials and equipment to them 
without running the certain 
risk of tearing up the roads 
/'more and making them worse 
‘than ever. Just as soon as 


‘Mother Nature takes a hand 
by bringing sun and wind, we 
predict with every confidence 
of success that the present 
‘distressing situation will be 
relieved. 


we believe, be a temporary 
measure only. All of us know 
that war years called for great 
sacrifices on the part of our 
| people, and the Highway De- 
partment has been no excep- 
(tion. Many of its personnel 
answered the call to the colors, 
and a large amount of the mat- 
erials and equipment needed 
‘to keep its normal program 
in operation was diverted to 
war usage. This condition 
meant that even essential pro- 
grams normally carried on had 
to be curtailed in scope or 
suspended altogether for the 
duration. Thus, the entire 
‘highway and road program 
suffered. 


Now, however, the shoe fits 
the other foot. Veterans are 
returning to work; equipment 
‘and materials are gradually 
becoming more plentiful and 
should soon be back on a nor- 
mal basis unless production 
bottlenecks are encountered. 
These things spell a constantly 
‘expanding highway program 


Nor will the relief afforded, | 


for the future, a program in 
which the 48,000 miles of 
county roads will share their 
rightful part in that they will 
be stabilized to carry traffic 
the year around with the least 
possible inconvenience to the 
traveling public. 

The Highway Department 
takes great pride in keeping 
the entire road system in 
prime condition. With things 
getting back to normal, it is 
believed that the system as a 
whole will be permanently and 
constantly improved to meet 
the changing needs of the 
future. 


Escapes Shan 
Upward Climb 


The graphline on prison escapes, 
after taking a dive during the last 
half of the December period, has 
shown a sudden upward swing, the 
semi-monthly analysis of daily re- 
ports on escapes in the prison de- 
partment shows. 

From January 1st through Jan- 
uary 15th, a total of 12 escapes was 
reported, as compared with six for 
the December 16-31 period and 11 
for the December 1-15 period. 

Camps holding two-star ratings 


for the first January period, that | 


is those reporting one escape each 
during that time, are: Craven, 
Sampson, Wayne, Caswell, Guilford 
No. 1 and Forsyth; Yancey camp, 
with two escapes reported, rates 
one star, and Duplin camp drops 
from the star rating with three 
escapes credited against it during 
the period covered. 

Eleven escapes are accounted for 
in the paragraph above, the 12th 
escapee having been an honor grade 
prisoner sent to the N. C. Sani- 
torium for medical treatment. He 


“walked off’ while there, and as| 


this is written no report of his sub- 
sequent apprehension has been re- 
ceived. 


The ratings of all camps for the | 


January 1-15 period are given as 
follows: 
Three-Star Rating 


Friday, January 25, 1946 


Central Prison Raleigh 
Women’s Prison Raleigh 
Camp Polk Cary 
Caledonia Halifax 
Dare : 105 
Edgecombe 107 
Gates 108 
Halifax 109 
Hertford 110 
Martin 111 
Northampton 112 
Perquimans 114 
Warren 115 


Beaufort 201 
Carteret 202 
Greene 204 
Lenoir 207 
Onslow 208 
Pitt 210 
Washington 212 
Bladen 801 
Brunswick 3802 
Columbus 303 
Cumberland 304 
Pender 3807 . 
Franklin 401 
Johnston 402 
Nash 403 
Wilson 406 
Vance 407 
Alamance 501 
Durham 503 
Granville 504 
Guilford 506 
Orange 507 
Person 508 
Rockingham 509 
Chatham 601 
Davidson 602 
Harnett 603 
| Moore 606 
Randolph 608 
Robeson 609 
| Scotland 610 
Anson 701 
Cabarrus 702 
Mecklenburg 703 
Montgomery 705 
Richmond 706 
Rowan 707 
Union 709 
| Alleghany 801 
Caldwell 803 
Davie 804 
| Stokes 806 
| Surry 807 
Watauga 808 
Wilkes 809 
Yadkin 810 
Burke 902 
Catawba 903 
| Cleveland 904 
Gaston 905 
| Tredell 906 
| McDowell 908 
Polk 909 
Rutherford 910 
Avery 1001 
| Buncombe 1002 : 
| Cherokee 1003 
Haywood 1006 | 
| Henderson 1007 
Jackson 1008 
| Macon 1009 ~ 
Two-Star Rating 
| Craven 203 
Sampson 308 
Wayne 405 
Caswell 502 
‘Guilford 505 
Forsyth 805 
One-Star Rating 
Yancey 1014 
Non-Star Rating 
Duplin 305 
_ Argentina supplies more than 
half the hides imported into the 
| United States. 
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HIGHWAY BOARD 
HOLDS MEETING 
JANUARY 9th 


The January meeting of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission, held here on Wednes- 
day, January 9th, was climaxed 
with the presentation of the D. B. 
McCrary Award to J. W. (Buck) 
Upton. This ceremony, held at noon 
in the Commission room, was wit- 
nessed by Commission members 
and employes of the highway build- 
ing. 

Prior to this ceremony, the Com- 
mission welcomed B. P. McWhor- 
ter, division engineer of the Pub- 
lic Roads Administration in Atlan- 
ta, Ga., and his division chiefs. Mr. 
McWhorter, in a brief speech, stat- 
ed that his office is looking for- 

: ward to working with the North 
| Carolina Highway Department dur- 
ing the postwar period, and that 
| with mutual cooperation, he felt 
; sure all problems can be worked 
. out satisfactorily. 

Chief Engineer W. Vance Baise 
i submitted the county road investi- 
gation report, recommending that 
96.78 miles be added to the system. 
His recommendation was adopted. 
f The awarding of the following 
| contracts was confirmed: 

Resurfacing ofa portion of the 

Wright Memorial Bridge repaired 
Commission’s forces—At- 
Wash- 
ington, D. C., $12,560.00. 

Code 5900-431-(8) — (Johnston 
County), Brown Paving Company, 
Charlotte, N. C., $1,680.00. 

Bet. Sec. 6-7-55-12 — (Moore 
County—structure) — Harvey H. 
: Stewart, Charlotte, N. C., $45,791.- 
| 


by the 
lantic Bitulithic Company, 


80. 

Bet. Sce. 6-7-55-11 — (Moore 
County—structure) — Harvey H. 
Stewart, Charlotte, N. C., $66,345,- 
00. 

Bet. Sec. 6-7-55-11 (Moore 
County), E. W. Grannis C., Fay- 
etteville, N. C., $28,533.00. 

Bids on Betterment Section 
7-7-63-27 (Richmond County) were 
rejected, and Chairman Graham re- 
ported that reconstruction of this 
bridge will be done by the Commis- 


| @: forces. 

| The Chairman reported also that 
of the 238 bridges washed out dur- 
ing the September floods, all ex- 
cept two either have been replaced, 


let to contract or are being pro- 
grammed for immediate construc- 
| 
; 
| 
| 


tion by department forces. 

A speed zone of 35 miles per 
hour was established as follows: 
“Just east of city limits of Boone, 
extending to a point 0.5 of a mile 
east of the intersection with US 
421 and US 221, also extending 


‘had replied that no tolls will be) 


north 0.5 of a mile on US 221 from 
its intersection with US 421.” 

The Commission gave high praise 
to the maintenance men who had 
worked night and day during the 
Christmas holidays in an effort to 
clear the roads of ice and snow. To 
compensate them for the extra time 
worked during the holidays, the 
Commission agreed that they will 
be allowed time off in the future, 
when their work permits it. 

A survey of the relocation of US 
74 was ordered in Union and Meck- 
lenburg counties, beginning ap- 
proximately one mile east of Mon- 
roe to ‘Charlotte. Other surveys 
ordered included the following: 

Wayne County — County road 
from junction of US 117 at about 
the north city limits of Goldsboro 
via Patetown to the junction of NC 
222, 1.5 miles west of Eureka. 


Wayne County—Extend Project 
4-350 from its beginning at Rose- 
wood School southward 1.0 mile, | 
more or less, to a county road. 

Nash County — County road | 
from the junction of NC 95 near) 
Mount Pleasant Church to tie in| 
with NC 98 at the Franklin County 
line. 

Lee County—Project 6-350, from 
Jonesboro to Lemon Springs. 

Randolph County—Widening on 
Route 220 through the town of 
Randleman. 

W. H. Rogers, Jr., reported that 
the Highway Commission has been | 
certified as an agency for “On-| 
The-Job” training of veterans in| 
the mechanical classifications and 
that efforts are being made to 
secure approval as an agency for| 
similar training in the engineering | 
classifications. 

Chairman Graham reported that 
he had requested Mr. Newton B. 
Drury, Director of the National | 
Park Service, to inform him re-| 
garding the contemplated placing 
of tolls by the Park Service on the | 
Blue Ridge Parkway. Mr. Drury 


vlaced on the Parkway in 1946. 
Since the policy of this State is to 
have all roads and bridges toll free, | 
the Chairman stated that he ex-| 


pects to go to Washington in the 
near future in an effort to have | 
this highway permanently exempt- | 
ed from tolls. 

The February meeting of the 
Commission will be held in Raleigh | 
on Wednesday, ice 27th. 


Drunk (to eplendidty uniformed | 
bystander:) “Call me a taxi” 

Splendidly uniformed bystander: 
“My good man, I am not a doorman; | 
I am a Naval officer.” | 

Drunk: “All right, all right. Call | 


me a boat, then. I gotta get rade 
tonight.” 


C. C. (Doc) Cooke 
Dies In Durham 


Funeral rites for Clifford Cannon | 
(Doc) Cooke, 54, were held at the. 


home of his brother, Cecil E. Cooke, 
907 Shepherd street, Durham, on) 


Monday afternoon, January 14, at | 


4:30 o’clock. The Rev. D. D. Holt, 
pastor of Trinity Methodist Church, 
was the officiating minister, and 


interment was made in the new) 


section of Maplewood Cemetery. 
Cooke died at Duke hospital Sat- 


}urday night, January 12, following | 


a serious illness. He is survived by 
one sister, Mrs. Bietrich Fischer of 


Medina, Ohio; six brothers, E. M. | 


Cooke, Erwin, Allen Cooke, Fuquay 


Springs, Henry S. Cooke, Bay City, | 
Mich., Cecil E. Cooke R. B. Cooke | 


and Archibald Cooke, all of Dur- 


| ham. 


Active pallbearers were: Sidney 


M. Credle, S. H. Hobgood, Jr., Dr. | 
Trogler A. Adkins, Edward Phillips, | 


Bernice Rose, Robert Giles, Wil- 
liam Spoed, and Sam Bason. Hon- 
oraries: R. Markham, Jim Phillips, 
Kerr Scott, W. Vance Baise, B. G. 
Smith, M. D. Wicker, M. A. Briggs, 


W. F. Warren, Luther Barbour, | 
|W. P. Phillips, Jr., 


R. L. Lindsay, 
Aap 


Cooke was widely known among 
the personnel of the Highway De- 
partment, having been employed by 


this organization since 1931. When | 
stricken fatally, he was assigned | 
to the fourth division as an instru- | 


mentman, with headquarters in 
| Wilson. 
In his younger days, he made 


quite a reputation as a football 
player at N. C. State, from which 
he was graduated in 1917 with a 


| degree in civil engineering. He was 


a veteran of World War 1. 

Other highway personnel attend- | 
ing the funeral rites included: W. 
E. Hawkins, H. K. Witherspoon, | 


| T. C. Hartman, all of Raleigh, Earl | 


Crump and C. H. Giles, Wilson, and | 
W. T. Smith, SLT 


ENGINEERS GATHER 


(Continued from page one) 
W. R. Doar, W. C. Fitzgerald, L. M. 


| Keever, C. E. Proudley and Phillip 


| Schwartz. 

There are approximately 115 en- 
_gineers with the State Highway and 
‘Public Works Commission who hold 
/membership in the North Carolina | 
Society of Engineers. 

The pupil was asked to para- 
phrase the sentence: 

“He was bent on seeing her.” 

He wrote: 

Sie sight of her doubled him 


ee) 


| Dr. J. A. Speed, J. M. McNutt, | 
| Carl R. Harris, N. A. Thomas. | 


‘NEW SCHEDULE 
FOR SALARIES 
IS APPROVED 


The Advisory Budget Commission 
has approved and transmitted to 
the Highway Commission the Re- 
vised Salary Schedule which was 
adopted by the Highway Commis- 
sion at its November meeting. 


Although all of the recommenda- 
tions of the Highway Commission 
were not approved, the Advisory 
Budget Commission did approve 
| this salary schedule substantially as 
requested. 


The Revised Salary Schedule 
provides for an increase in the be- 
|ginning salaries of most of the 
engineering classifications, and for 
an increase in the maximum salaries 
that can be reached by continuous 
| service. The minimum and max- 
‘imum salaries for all permanent 
maintenance employes were in- 
'creased materially. Salary Sched- 
ules for Prison Guards and prison 
employes were generally increased 
;and through these increases it is 
| hoped that the Prison Department 
will be in a position to attract 
|other competent employes. 
| It is not the purpose of this 
| Revised Salary Schedule to provide 
/a general increase in salaries, but 
'the newly adopted schedule will 
| afford the Highway Commission an 
opportunity to offer better starting 
salaries in most of the classifications 
and advancement to those employes 
|_who apply themselves and are 
diligent in the performance of their 
work. 

All requests for any increase in 
| salaries for employes who were 
| working on an hourly basis prior 
| to July 1, 1941 are subject to review 
| and approval by the Assistant Di- 
rector of the Budget, and are sub- 
| ject to the rules and regulations of 
|the Budget Bureau. 

It is hoped that this Revised 
Salary Schedule, which was effective 
January 1, 1946, will meet the ap- 
| proval of all of the employes of the 
| Highway Commission and will be 
accepted by them as an incentive 
‘for increased efficiency and more 
| loyal service to the State. 


A person is injured in a home 
accident every six and one-half 
/seconds, says the National Safety 
'Council. That means that injuries 
from home accidents total more 
than 13,000 every day in the year. 


Unlike national highways in 
other countries, we have no high- 
ways constructed and maintained 
wholly by the federal government 
except in federal areas such as 
| national parks and forests. 
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WORK OF MAINTENANCE CREWS 
PRAISED BY ROXBORO EDITOR 


ie) 


(By J. W. Noell in The Roxboro, 

N. C. Courier-Times) 

On Monday morning, the day be- 
fore Christmas, we left here 
(Roxboro) with fear and trembling, 
for we were headed half-way 
across the state. We doubted that 
we would be able to make it, but 
an old-time family reunion and a 
turkey dinner were ahead of us, 
and we would have done almost 
anything to keep an engagement 
like that. 

Well, we made it, although we 
did not see a single ray of sunshine 
during the entire day. We found 
the roads in fine condition, except 
for about eight or ten miles through 
Rowan and Iredell counties, where 
we encountered right much sleet 
and ice, especially where the road 
was through the woods. 


We reached our destination late 
in the afternoon, and then it com- 
menced sleeting, and we mean 
sleeting, and it kept up all through 
the night. About nine o’clock Tues- 
day morning, we looked out the 
window in our bedroom, and what 
a beautiful sight we saw! There 
are few more beautiful streets 
than West Warren in Shelby, 
where there are magnificent shade 
trees bordering the sidewalks on 
either side of the street. On this 
particular morning, I was confront- 
ed with a sight I never expect or 
care to witness again. Trees cov- 
ered the street, front lawns were 
strewn with broken limbs, and in 
some instances large trees had 
been uprooted, being unable to 
carry the heavy load of ice and 


sleet. And so it was all over the; 
city. Telegraph, telephone and elec- | 


tric wires were down, with half the 
city without electricity. 


We were scheduled to return on 
Wednesday, but when we retired 
Tuesday night, we saw no hope of 
getting home for two or three days. 
On Wednesday morning, the sun 
was shining beautifully, but we 
could not get any news from the 
outside world. However, when we 
saw a bus from Asheville roll in, 
we decided to attempt the trip home. 
Imagine our surprise, for we found 


the roads in prime condition, no} 


sleet, snow or ice. What a job the 
highway folks had done! True, they 
worked all day and all night, but 
they did the work. We doubt if there 
is another department in the State 


which has labored as did these men, ! 


all the way from the county super- 
visor down to the lowliest convict. 
They say the day of miracles has 
passed but what they did came 
mighty close to being a miracle. 


Yes sir! Our hats are off to the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission; they are on the job 
and deserve the commendation of 
everyone. 


VETS RETURN 


(Continued from page one) 


G. W. Fulghum is back in the road- 
way department. He was a staff 
sergeant in the 57th signal bat- 
talion of the VI Corps. 

S. H. Hall, chief warrant officer, 
U. S. Naval Reserve, served with 
the 34th Construction Battalion 
(Seabees), being in the civil engi- 
neering corps. He, too, has returned 
to the roadway department. 

E. A. Harling is another roadway 
department who has come home 
from the wars. He held the rank of 
captain in the 339th infantry, 85th 
infantry division, and saw service 
in Italy. 

T. G. Moody was on Guam. He held 
the rank of lieutenant commander 
in the Navy, being executive officer 
and acting commanding officer of 
the 76th battalion of the Seabees. 
He is back with the roadway de- 
partment. 

G. S. Fulghum is the fifth roadway 
department employe to return from 
the Service thus far. He was in the 
Navy, holding the rating of phar- 
macist mate, first class. 

T. C. Hartman, another Navy man 
who saw service with the seabees, 
has returned to his desk in the office 


of the state construction engineer. | 


He was called to active duty in the 
U. S. Naval Reserve on November 
23, 1942 and was discharged on Oct- 
ober 7, 1945. He was rated a chief 


petty officer and was attached to a/| 


Seabee battalion. 

Over in the division of materials 
and tests are five men who have 
reported back to work: 

Phil B. Brown, carpenter’s mate, 
first class, U. S. Naval Reserve, 
enlisted in the Navy in September 
1942 and was discharged in Sept- 
ember, 1945. He is senior quarry 
inspector and is stationed in Shelby. 
Gilbert W. Morgan, technical ser- 
geant in the Army air corps, was 
in the service from November, 1942 
until November, 1945. He is a senior 
laboratory technician and is station- 
ed here in Raleigh. 

Norwood W. Northcutt, staff ser- 


geant in the Army air corps, en-| 
tered the service in July, 1942 and 


was discharged in October, 1945. 
He, also, is a senior laboratory tech- 
nician, being stationed here in 
Raleigh. 

C. R. Penny, a corporal with the 


combat engineers, served in the 
Army from July 1941 until Sep- 
tember, 1945. A senior quarry in- 
spector, he has his headquarters in 
Raleigh. 

Clyde L. Smith, a sergeant with the 
Army engineers from April 1942 
until September 1945, has returned 
to his job as senior highway in- 
spector, with headquarters in 
Raleigh. 

W. Preston Creech, Jr., sergeant, 
U. S. Army. He entered service on 
March 29, 1948 and was discharged 
in September, 1945, returning to 
his job as Superintendent of the 
Prison Industries Paint Plant on 
October 1st. While in the Army, he 
was attached to the 46lst bomb 
group of the 15th Air Force. 

The superintendent of the Hender- 
son County Prison Camp, D. R. 
Lyda, reports that Jay Freeman, a 
guard at that camp, has returned 
to work after serving as a gunner’s 
mate, second class, in the U. S. 
Naval Reserve. A _ resident of 
Edneyville, he was in the Navy for 
three years and seven months. 
Two brothers have also been report- 
ed as returned. They are Burnell 
and Guy Gibbs, of Lake Landing, 
N. C. Burnell Gibbs was in the 
Army air corps for three years and 
two months, holding the rating of 
sergeant. He is a truck driver in 
civilian life and has been employed 
in that capacity for about ten years 
by the Highway Commission. His 
brother, Guy Gibbs, is also a truck 
driver with the Commission, having 
been an employe for about seven 
years. He spent three and one-half 
years in the Army, holding the 
rating of corporal. 


DECEMBER RECORDS 
TRAFFIC SLOWDOWN 


Adverse weather conditions in the 
state during December are believed 
to have retarded traffic volume in 
its climb toward normal conditions. 

According to recordings made on 
the 20 electric eye traffic recorders 
scattered throughout the state, De- 
cember 1945 traffic volume was 11 
percent below the level of December 
1940, considered as having been the 


|/most recent normal traffic year. 


This was a one percent drop below 
November 1945, when the recorders 
showed traffic as being within 10 
percent of the corresponding month 
in 1940. 

Rain, snow and sheet ice combined 
to give the state a precipitation of 
6% inches in December, represent- 
ing an increase of 2’ inches above 
normal for that month. 

Weather conditions are believed 
to have discouraged much travel 
last month, even during the holiday 
season, when traffic volume tends 
to show an upward climb. 
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VETS ELIGIBLE 


(Continued from page one) a 


A number of returned Veter — 
who were formerly with this Cc _ 


mission are now available for this 
training and we will probably have — 


a sufficient number of these to use 
all of the available number of 
trainees allowed. Veterans selected 
by us for this training will have to 
contact the nearest office of the 
Veterans Administration, taking 
with them a certified copy of their 
discharge and, if married, a certi- 
fied copy of their public marriage 
record. They will fill out the re- 
quired Veterans Commission forms 
and these will be sent to Fayette- 
ville for processing and certifica- 
tion for training by the Veterans 
Commission. 

The Veterans certified will re- 
ceive compensation in an amount 
to be determined by the Veterans 
Commission to supplement the sal- 
ary paid by the Highway Commis- 
sion for such period as is approved 
by the Veterans Commission. 

A request for certification of the 
Highway Commission as an “On- 
the-Job” training agency for other 


classifications embodying the High- 


way construction field has been 
forwarded to the Veterans Commit- 
tee on Education, but has not yet 
been acted on. 

It is hoped that this program will 
be of assistance in getting young 
Veterans interested in becoming as- 
sociated wtih the Highway Com- 
mission in the large program which 
it is initiating, and to help them in 
adjusting themselves to a civilian 
status. 


PRODUCING FOR WAR 


In an analysis of war-time pro- 
duction just released, J. A. Krug of 
the War Production Board released 
some figures that will make history. 
From July 1, 1940 to July 31, 1945, 
combat and motor vehicles in the 
following quantities were produced: 
86,388 tanks; 16,438 armored cars; 
88,077 scout cars and carriers; 16,- 
018 tank chassis for self-propelled 
guns; 2,434,553 trucks. 

A farm home or farm buildir 
catches fire every 15 minutes du 
ing the day in the United State 


and the cost of these farm fires — 
totals around a quarter of a million © 


dollars each day, reports the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
Little Billy had just been told 
that an angel had brought him a 
little sister. 
“Would you like to see her?” 
asked the doctor. 


“No,” said Billy, “but I’d like to 


have a look at the angel.” 


